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Discovering What to Grow, What to Let Go
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree.
In cocoons, a hidden promise: Butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there's a spring that waits to be.
Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
Spring cleaning. Taking inventory. Sprouting. These are all terms I’ve come to associate with this time of year,
when the Lenten season begins with falling snow and frozen ground, even as my worship planning pushes me
to anticipate green grass, budding trees, flowers in bloom and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
“Cultivating and letting go” is the theme of this season’s Lenten worship services. It’s an invitation to discover
what to grow, and what to let go. It seems even more important to engage in this annual spiritual exercise as
we anticipate new life like never before.
For me, the Covid-19 shutdown has been one long fast from face-to-face contact, from business and travel,
from meetings and play practice and yoga class and choir. It’s been a time to rediscover the importance of
rest, the thrill of riding my bike through Michigan’s great outdoors, and the incredible healing power of the
Great Lakes.
I am looking forward to the return of good weather
and at leaset the reopening of outside activities, if
not the whole enchilada. I am also mindful of much
that I need to not pick back up if I’m going to
continue to hold on to the blessings uncovered this
past year.

And as I prepare once again for the

journey to Jerusalem, following Christ to the cross, I
am mindful that the new life we all have received
because of his grace is too precious to waste.
Here’s to now; here’s to anticipation; here’s to the
new life on the other side of the cross.
Peace ,

Pastor Tiffany

Like the first day of Spring Training, Ash Wednesday
marks the season of preparation for the journey to the
cross.

Welcome New Deacons and Elders
Ordination and installation of our new Elders and

Returning Deacon Phyllis Sahr
affirms her ordination vows

Deacons occurred in the Jan. 24, 2021 worship

during our installation service

service.

January 24, 2021

"Now you are called by God to the voice of the
church for new service and ministry in Jesus name,"
Pastor Tiffany McCafferty pronounced.

Deacon

Moderator

Pat Peters presented the

incoming Deacons, Barb Dundon, Phyllis Sahr, and
Marge McKee, who were previously ordained and

Kathy McCloskey, Clerk of Session, presented the

are now installed.

ordination and installation of Joan Pohl as Elder

"Thank you once again to all of our new Deacons

along with Eleda Zygadlo, Nancy Turk, Kathy
McGuire, and Mary Ellen Smith, all previously
ordained Elders.

Mary Ellen Smith was installed

once again and is continuing her service to fill a
vacancy.

and Elders as well as our continuing Deacons and
Elders,” Pastor Tiffany said in closing. “We are
grateful for many good people in the boat that is
our church leadership these days.

How Our Deacons Stay Connected
Covid

has

taught

the

Deacons

that

staying

connected to others is so important and now we
are doing our part by writing letters and making
phone calls to those we miss. Valentines Day, for
example, was a wonderful time to reach out to our
college students and active military.

We mailed

Valentine’s letters -- with a Starbucks gift card

A Big Thank You to Frieda Duringer

included -- to 18 young adults. We have already

Frieda is retiring after 20-plus years of service as

which was very appreciated.

our Designated Funds Treasurer. Her dedication to
this position was remarkable and very much
appreciated. Nancy Beck took over in January, 2021.
Designated Funds are monies donated for a specific
purpose and not included in our operating budget.
They are held in a separate bank account and used
only for their designated purpose. The Designated
Funds Treasurer monitors them and reports any
activity involving these funds to Session.

received a thank you note from Lauren Mroczek

In other news, it seems we have lots of snow but
only one snowman contest entry coming from the
Bolton children in Washington DC. We’d love to see
your creations, so please enter!!!
Of course we are looking forward to being together
again.
flowers

Soon we will hear birds singing and see
and

trees

budding.

Maybe

outdoor

activities will be possible. Better days are upon us.
Let us stay safe and hang on a little longer.
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High School Graduates Encouraged to Apply for Lumm Scholarship
The Marian “Marne” Handley Lumm Music Scholarship honors Marne's devotion to music, education and
children by fostering and encouraging the love of music and its pursuit. Scholarships are awarded to a high
school student or students who are graduating this year. Consideration is given to applicants who have been
actively involved in our church and who plan to continue participating in music in some way after high school.
Applications are now available through the church office, and should be submitted by April 12.
Last year, Lumm scholarships were awarded to Nicole Mroczek and Logan McCafferty during the May 31
Graduation Pentecost Worship Service. Although Covid-19 presented some
challenges to participating in musical activities last year, Nicole was able to
live on campus at Eastern Michigan University, studied voice, and
participated in producing a documentary about artists during the pandemic.
Most of Logan’s classes at Western Michigan have been virtual, and he was
not able to participate in choir there. Logan did find opportunities to use his
voice singing hymns for worship, and for some virtual theater productions
with Paw Paw Village players.
At last year’s Graduation/Pentecost Service, Rev. Nelson Lumm made a guest appearance, and recalled why he
and his family established the scholarship in Marne’s honor:
"All who were around her," Rev. Lumm says, "appreciated her musical talents and were enriched by those
experiences. The beauty of music is to be shared with others. She especially liked to share it with her
grandchildren."

Congratulations to Rev. Dr. Jacob Bolton
George Jacob Bolton, son of George and Catey

Formation.

Bolton, recently defended his doctoral thesis with

children. The Worship Commission has invited now

“Highest Distinction”.

Jacob and his wife Sue have two

Jacob, as many will recall,

Reverend Doctor G.

grew up in our church and was a regular attender in

Jacob

worship, church school, and youth activities.

provide

After undergraduate studies at Kalamazoo College,
Jacob attended Union Theological Seminary in New
York.

Jacob served at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian

Church before taking a leadership role at Huguenot
Memorial Church in Pelham, NY. After nine years at
Huguenot, Jacob accepted a call at Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Alexandria, Virginia where
he is presently Associate Pastor for Christian
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Bolton
a

to

virtual

Communion
Liturgy for us on
March 7.

We are

blessed to welcome
Jacob back into our
midst!

Seven Ways to Observe Lent at Paw Paw Presbyterian Church
The season of Lent is set aside for a more

mission project supported by our church calls more

intentional

personal

directly to you, any support, including prayer, would

relationship with God as we prepare for Easter. It is

be appreciated. Our church gives financial backing

a time of prayer, fasting, devotions, denial, and

to Eleanor’s Pantry, Cents-Ability, United Christian

spiritual discipline.

It helps us more clearly

Services, Presbyterian World Mission, and local

understand the suffering and sacrifice of Jesus that

projects including our new west parking lot.

led to His crucifixion and Easter resurrection.

Provide a note with your donation as to how you

understanding

of

our

In my call to the offering during the worship service

wish to have your gift used.

on February 21, I mentioned that I am planning to

Regardless of how you choose to observe Lent, it is

set aside $2 per day during Lent in support of

important to understand that the purpose of

Montaña de Luz, a community home in Honduras

anything we do is to draw us closer to Christ. Make

for children from families affected by HIV/AIDS. If

your Lent practice one filled with intentional actions

any wish to join me in that commitment it would be

that demonstrate our sincere need to be in a

welcomed. If another daily amount or another

personal relationship with God.

- Tom Shoemaker

Upgrading Our Virtual Worship Experience
You might have noticed a clearer image with

of screen images during worship and a much

greater power to zoom-in for close-ups in recently

sharper picture.

recorded worship services.

This has been made

possible through the purchase, authorized through
our Session, of a new camera for church use.

Thanks so much to Jerry Miller, Andy Thorburn,
Jerry Dundon, Tom Shoemaker and our audio/visual
operators Logan and Keelin McCafferty, Nathaniel

Jerry Miller has been instrumental in getting the

McCloskey and Matthew Mroczek for all you do to

camera set up and communicating with our video

continue improving our ability to share video

output technology.

worship together.

The camera, which is now

located on a tripod at the rear of the sanctuary, has
a remote-control feature which allows our tech
team members to adjust camera direction and
zoom action from their production area. You may
notice a few glitches as we familiarize ourselves
with the camera’s features but the learning curve is
short and the long-term gain will be a wider variety

Now with improved sound and more of the
sanctuary for you to see, thanks to our new zoom
camera, you can participate live on Facebook on
Sundays

at

10:00

a.m.

or

recorded

at

www.pawpawpres.org. Have technical problems
connecting with us? Call the office, 269-637-3111.

pawpawpres.org/news-and-info-13

This might be the best link to the church newsletter for your email and social media friends
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We Are United Christian Services
Now in its fourth year as an official 501(c)(3) charitable organization, United Christian Services of Eastern Van
Buren County continues to grow in its mission to embrace the teaching of Jesus to care for one another
through assistance in emergencies, while encouraging self-sufficiency in Gobles, Paw Paw, Mattawan, Lawton,
Lawrence and Decatur.
Our own Tom Shoemaker was elected to
the UCS Board of Directors, and serves
along with Pastor Tiffany and seven other
board members representing churches
and social service organizations from our
area.
Director Alison Harop presented the UCS
2020 annual report to the board at its
February meeting. While the ability to
provide services to clients directly was
somewhat hampered by Covid-19
restrictions, UCS was still able to provide
over $51,000 in direct financial assistance
to 128 cases, representing 213 adults and
108 children who received assistance (this
was down slightly from 2019, where
$59,000 was given to 308 cases).
Food assistance provided through The Porch was significantly higher in 2020. 1,875 families (3,691 people)
sought food from the porch, at an average of 38 families per week (up from 24 per week in 2019, where total
food assistance was given to 1,173 families/3,481 people).
The number of people involved in the Michelle Peaslee Community Garden in 2020 was also significantly
higher. The Garden produced almost 400 pounds of food for community volunteers and UCS clients.
Other types of assistance given out through UCS in 2020 included food baskets to seniors at Christmas;
assistance with obtaining birth certificates and filing for disability and other benefits; financial assistance with
evictions/rent, utilities, home repairs, auto repairs and emergency housing for individuals experiencing
homelessness; and winter coats and clothing provided through Lydia’s Closet.
In 2021, UCS hopes to resume its nutritional classes in the Learning Kitchen, as well as its Dollars and Sense
budgeting classes (financial education was offered on a one-to-one basis only in 2020), and thanks to being
selected to receive funds from 1000 Women Caring, UCS will be producing a printed resources guide for those
in need of financial and other assistance in Van Buren County.
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You will find this enlightening and so 1950's
A very interesting letter written by the custodian at First Presbyterian Paw Paw to a Session member. It gives a
rather detailed account of custodial duties at our church in 1958.
Feb. 17, '58
Dear Leland,
As for our phone conversation I will give you a fair idea as to the duties of a
custodian at a small town church.
Every morning around 7:30 I go through the building to see that no vandalism has
been committed in the event some door was left unlocked.
Monday morning I rearrange the hymnals in the sanctuary, collect all bulletins or
any other discarded papers that have been left on the floor or in the pews. Empty
all waste paper baskets and sweep all the classrooms. Every other Monday I dig the
old candles out and replace new ones. That chore usually requires an hour.
I keep close watch of the scheduled activities during the week and aim to have heat
on and chairs arranged in time for the meetings.
I visit the church every evening between 5:30 and 6:00 to check on lights and heat.
If there is an evening meeting I often go there around 10:00.
Dust the sanctuary and classrooms every Saturday morning. The runners in the
sanctuary must be vacuumed before each meeting.
Family night involves plenty of work. Putting up 12 tables and 120 chairs the
morning of the event. The following day putting them all back in their place again
and cleaning up the mess which is plenty.
Four times a year I mop under the pews in the sanctuary. Spring and fall I wash all
the windows in the new building inside and out. Have shoveled more snow this winter
than I should have. Always aim to have both entrances clear of snow. Little grass to
cut in summer. Three toilets to keep clean and two drinking fountains.
Surprised if they actually kept a record of the number of hours put in a place like
that during the year. An old guy like I am is the only one that could give so much
of their time.
Sunday mornings in the winter I arrive at seven bells and turn up the thermostats
and look around to see if any other chore is needed such as clearing snow from the
two entrances.
Blackboards must be cleaned every Saturday too.
Hope this information gives you a little idea of the cleaning process around the
Presbyterian church.
Sincerely,
Edwin
Judy Jannsen found this recently while cleaning out

Have a faith or volunteering experience here you’d

her mother’s, Shirley Jackson’s, letters.

like to share? Send yours to the newsletter editor,
Chuck Williams, at aroundvanburen@gmail.com.
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Lauren Mroczek’s New Project
Promotes the Importance of
Nutrition
“Growing Gardens for Growing Minds” is a donation-based, free community
outreach project that teaches the importance of consuming fruits and
vegetables all while growing them at home. It's the project of Lauren Mroczek,
who attends Grand Valley State University where she is in her junior year
studying Biomedical Science with an emphasis in Nutrition Sciences. Lauren is
a member of Paw Paw Presbyterian Church.
"I have created this project on behalf of my Miss America Organization Social
Impact Initiative, Feeding Ourselves: The Importance of Nutrition," Lauren says.
"This project is surrounded by the ideas that becoming educated about the
nutrients in fruits and vegetables is just as important as consuming them daily, and that it should be a fun
activity for anyone to partake in."
You can order your garden kit by contacting Lauren at laurenmroczek@yahoo.com, or at the Growing Gardens
for Growing Minds web form. As seen in the picture, Lauren also provided information and garden kit order
forms to local food pantries, including the Mattwan Area Pantry and Eleanor’s Pantry.
Each kit contains fruit and vegetable seeds of your choice, an informational packet, directions, educational
material, and lots of ideas about how and where to grow a garden. "Anyone is able to participate, no matter
their financial status, due to fundraising and donations I am collecting," Lauren explains.

Could You Be Our Next Church Treasurer?
After a year and a half of faithful service, our

your name, relevant background, and experience to

Treasurer, Dave Nielsen, has decided to pass the

Elder Joan Pohl at joanellen24@yahoo.com or (269)

baton. We give thanks for all the time and effort

655-6443. If you have questions about the position

Dave has contributed as our Treasurer since 2019.

please feel free to contact Dave Nielsen anytime at

We now seek an active member to serve in this role.

fpcpawpawtreasurer@gmail.com or (815) 742-1000.

Some knowledge of accounting and financial
statements

is

helpful,

and we now have a

bookkeeper on staff - Joan Ford - who performs the
weekly data entry, writes checks, and does the
administrative

part.

A

description for this position
request.

complete

ministry

is available upon

If you are willing to be considered, send
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Happy Birthday
March 1 - Tom Smith

March 12 - Tom Connor

March 18 - Jeff Brown

March 2 - Marlene Tucker

March 14 - Kathy McGuire

March 18 - Jean Taylor

March 4 - Andy Thorburn

March 14 - Harvey Hop

March 28 - Jack Wyatt

March 8 - Alexis Fath

March 15 - Steve McCloskey

March 29 - Wayne Martin

March 11 - Ann McGrew

March 15 - Danna Dent

March 29 - Dick Schallhorn

Happy Anniversary!
March 17 - Dave & Pat Connor
March 19 - Tim & Jennifer Combs
March 19 - Fred & Diane Triquet
March 22 - Jeff & Laura Wells
March 26 - Alan & Nicole Colgrren
March 30 - James & Sally Brinkman

One Great Hour of Sharing

2020 ANNUAL REPORT now available at
pawpawpres.org. If you would like a printed
copy, please call the church office.

The "One Great Hour of Sharing" special offering
has begun and runs

through April 4.

Your gift

supports ministries for disaster response, refugee
assistance and resettlement. These programs work
in

different

ways

to

serve

individuals

and

communities in need.
One of the places that is being helped by these
programs is right here in our state: The “We the
People of Detroit”
organization.

community-based grassroots

This group is committed to water

justice and water access. This is also the offering
which involves "Gracie the Fish" and if you would
like a Gracie box please call the office to pick it up.
Thank you Mary and Joe Bolton for your
submission to the Deacon’s Snowman Contest!

The need is even greater this year due to the
pandemic. Your contribution is appreciated.
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What’s Happening in March

Find more activities at www.pawpawpres.org/calendar

March 4 - Mission Commission meets 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. Contact the church office for the Zoom link
March 7 - *Worship w/Virtual Communion with Rev. Dr. Jacob Bolton video posted by 10 a.m. and available at
pawpawpres.org
March 7 - Family Ski/Sled night at Timber Ridge. Middle & High School Families - watch for an email from Pastor Tiffany
with details.
March 28 Palm Sunday “Palm Parade” at 1 p.m. We’ll worship online at 10 am as usual. Then, meet IN PERSON in the
Church Parking lot at 12:45 p.m. to pick up a palm branch and join together in a socially-distanced walk or ride down to
the lake, waving our palm branches as a sign to our community that the season of rebirth is at hand!
April 1, 2 - HOLY WEEK Worship Services* for Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worship coordinated by the Synod of
the Covenant and Michigan Black Presbyterian Caucus will be available online.
April 4 at 8 a.m. Easter Sunday Sunrise Service* Meet IN PERSON under the front portico for a brief service of word and
prayer as the sun rises over our village. A traditional Easter Sunday worship service will also be available to view online
through Facebook and at pawpawpres.org.
*Recorded and livestream worship services are available on Facebook and at our website www.pawpawpres.org or call
the church office at 657-3111 to request a DVD.
STAYING CONNECTED -- The church building remains closed to the public. The church office is staffed Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday from 9 - 3:30. You may leave a message for staff at any time or contact them through email:
Office Manager Billie Brooks at firstpres120@gmail.com; Bookkeeper Joan Ford at fpcpawpawbookkeeper@gmail.com
or Pastor Tiffany at TKoMcCaff@gmail.com. You can also call or text Pastor Tiffany on her cell (at reasonable times
please) at (614) 596-1995.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF PAW PAW
P.O. Box 435, 120 Pine Street, Paw Paw, Michigan 49079

www.pawpawpres.org

(269) 637-3111 – Church Office
firstpres120@gmail.com – Office

(614) 596-1995 – Pastor’s cell phone
tkomccaff@gmail.com– Tiffany’s email

